
Here is a look at the Red Team’s coaching staff:  

 

Coach Troy Evans started his coaching career at Omaha Benson in 2001 and came to Ponca as 

an assistant coach in 2006. He took over as head coach for Ponca in 2010. Coach Evans has been 

part of several District Championships and a State title during his time at Ponca. Evans was an 

assistant coach for the NEN All Star Football Classic in 2017. He and his wife Amy have two 

children, Gracen and Garrison. 

 

Cody Volk graduated from Battle Creek High School in 1999 after playing under Coach Bob 

Schnitzler and continued his playing career at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln offensive line 

from 1999-2003. He began his coaching career back in Battle Creek in 2011 as an assistant on 

Andrew Carlson’s staff where he was part of 5 semifinal teams. In 2018, he became an assistant 

at Pender High School before becoming the head coach in 2019. The Pendragons have reached 

the playoffs all 3 years under Coach Volk with the 2021-22 team completing an undefeated 

regular season and district title before finishing the season 9-1. 

 

Ryan Olander graduated from Newcastle High School in 1998 and Wayne State College in 2006. 

He started his coaching career in 1999 as a volunteer assistant at Newcastle for 4 years. He then 

spent 3 years as an assistant coach at Winside and moved on to teaching and coaching in O’Neill 

for 4 years. He returned to Winside as the head football coach in 2010. He then moved his 

teaching career to Ponca where he has been teaching and coaching football and girls basketball 

for the last 10 years. 

 

Josh Watchorn has been an assistant coach at Homer Community Schools for 6 years where he 

was the defensive coordinator for 5 of those years. He has coached the offensive and defensive 

line during that time. Josh is a 2010 graduate of Ponca High School where he was taught and 

coached by Coach Evans in football and track. After high school, he took an athletic scholarship 

to play football at Hastings College. He played for 4 years and was a student assistant his 5th 

year, working with the guards and centers. He graduated from Hastings in 2015, and his first 

teaching job was at Homer Community Schools.  

 

Allan Gottula just completed his first year as the head football coach at Laurel Concord 

Coleridge after serving as an assistant coach the three previous seasons. He has enjoyed 42 years 

of coaching high school athletes and serving as both a head and an assistant football coach at 

schools in both Nebraska and Missouri. Coach Gottula served on the Nebraska Shrine Bowl and 

the Missouri 8 Man All-Star Football Staff and looks forward to being a part of the Northeast 

Nebraska All-Star Football Classic.  

 

Aaron Carlson graduated from Ponca High School in 2014 and went on to Wayne State College 

where he graduated in 2018. He taught two years at David City Public Schools, and just finished 

up his first year at Wayne Community Schools. As an assistant for the Wayne High football 

team, Carlson was a wide receiver and defensive backs coach. As a former player in the 

Northeast Nebraska All-Star game, he is looking forward to the opportunity to be a coach in this 

game as well.  

 

 



Here is a look at the White Team’s coaching staff:  

 

Kyle Schmidt is the head football coach at Plainview High School where he also serves as the 7-

12 Principal and Athletic Director. Kyle began his coaching career in Battle Creek from 2011 to 

2019. During this time he coached Football, Girls Basketball, and JH Track. He was the 

defensive coordinator from 2012 to 2019 and part of a tradition making the playoffs every year 

and appearing in 5 straight semifinals. In the fall of 2019 he became the head coach of the 

Plainview Pirates leading them to the quarterfinals in his first year; he was also named the 2019 

Berens Coaching Award Recipient. In 11 years of coaching football at the high school level, he 

has been a part of 9 playoff appearances, 6 quarterfinals, and 5 semifinals. Kyle is married to his 

beautiful wife Erica and they have 3 children: Harper, Riggins, and Khloe.  

 

Greg Wemhoff is a graduate of Humphrey Saint Francis in 1990 and attended Wayne State 

College and graduated in 1994. His first position was at Anselmo- Merna High School where he 

taught and was football coach for 6 years coaching a State Runner-up football team in 1996. In 

2001 Greg and his family moved to Battle Creek. At Battle Creek he was a teacher, activities 

director, and head football coach for 11 years. In 2013 he took an administrative position at Elgin 

Public Schools, and in 2021 Greg was named head football coach for the EPPJ Wolfpack. Last 

year his team finished the year with a 8-4 record advancing to the State Semifinals.  

 

Chris Koozer is a 2002 graduate of Concordia University and a 1997 graduate of Hemingford 

High School. He is currently the head football coach at Norfolk High School, where he just 

completed his first season. Prior to being at Norfolk, Chris was at Sidney High School, where he 

served as head coach for 6 seasons. Before coaching at Sidney, he was an assistant coach at 

Grand Island Senior High School for 12 seasons. He was also head coach at Bridgeport for one 

season. 

 

Cory Valasek just completed his 3rd year as the head football coach at Riverside High School. 

He is a 2010 graduate of Spalding Academy and 2014 graduate of Doane University. He 

participated in football while at Doane. Upon graduating he spent a year as an assistant coach 

working with the defensive line. After Doane, Cory spent 3 years teaching and coaching at 

Pierce High School. In 2019, he took a job as the head football coach and physical education 

teacher at Riverside. While at Riverside, the Chargers made three State Playoff appearances and 

last season went 8-2 while making it to the second round of the playoffs  

 

Jeremy Peter is an assistant football coach at Plainview High School, where he is also the school 

counselor and head track coach. He is a graduate of O'Neill High School and received his 

education degree from the University of Nebraska at Kearney in 2013. He spent three years 

coaching 6-man football at the high school and junior high level in Santee, NE, before moving to 

Plainview. On the Plainview football staff, Peter is the defensive coordinator and also coaches 

the receivers.  

 

Andrew Carlson has been coaching and teaching at Battle Creek for 17 years, with the last 10 as 

head football coach. During that time, the Braves football team went to the playoffs each year 

with last year's team making the state semifinals. Carlson was head coach of the White Team in 

2018. He is married to Julie and they have two sons named Cole and Cade. 


