
Dear Citizens of Wayne, 
A group of concerned citizens continues to gather signatures to delay, for one year, the City’s 
plan to sell 7.94 acres of public land to an out-of-state developer.  (The land in question 
includes the current soccer fields and the former community garden.) This is not a move against 
Wayne growing, but a move to give the City time to work with its citizens and local entities to 
address and solve the current and future housing needs of Wayne.  Here’s what you can do: 
 

1. Sign the remonstrance petition. The goal is to gather 700 signatures from registered 

voters who are City of Wayne residents. You can sign at the Wayne Fire Hall on Sunday, 

April 10th, 6:00-8:00pm. 

2. Join us on Facebook – Wayne Property Tax Payers: Wayne Rental Association 

3. Contact us via email – wayne.rental.association@gmail.com 

 
With her permission, I am including Lee Brogie’s Facebook response to Mayor Giese’s post in 
this letter.  She does a good job explaining the reasoning behind the remonstrance petition. 
  
I was pleased to see our Mayor post information about the high-density luxury apartment 
complex that is going to be built on the green space that is adjacent to the Wayne 
Rugby/Soccer fields. It is extremely important for the citizens of Wayne to stay informed about 
the future plans for our City to make sure that the needs of all are being addressed.  The 
petition that is being circulated is a remonstrance. Nebraska’s Revised Statute 16-202 gives its 
citizens a way to challenge a decision to sell public land – called a remonstrance period – to 
petition the City to delay the sale of public property for one year.  This delay will give the City 
time to work with local entities to meet Wayne’s current and future housing needs at all price 
points for persons and households of all income levels. Below I include information to Mayor 
Giese’s 6 points and summary to provide insight as to why there is a remonstrance petition. 
 
Point 1) “Wayne is in a housing crisis.”  There is no disagreement with this observation.  At the 
Housing Summit Meeting on February 21st, Real estate agents, businesses, property owners, 
contractors, and others in attendance continually voiced the need for affordable work force 
housing.  The R. Perry Construction project, building luxury apartments with a clubhouse, pool 
and $850-$1250 monthly rents, does not meet the need for workforce housing in Wayne. 

 
Point 2) “A unique opportunity for repurposing real estate arose.”  This definitely is repurposing 
public land. The property in question, was acquired by the City of Wayne through 
condemnation and eminent domain on 30 November 1961 to build a municipal sewage disposal 
plant.  The sovereign power of eminent domain does allow the government to take private 
property for the benefit of the public after paying just compensation, and is legal under 
Nebraska statute 14-366.  However, the Nebraska statute is quite clear on how such property 
can be used in the future and all uses are for “public uses and purposes.”  Selling this property 
for urban development will once again put the City of Wayne in the position of taking this land, 
not from one property owner but from all the citizens of Wayne who were promised, by the 
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decision made in Case No. 1686, that this land’s future use would be for public use 
and purposes. 
 
Point 3) “Also, the city council wanted to dedicate an area for high density housing that was not 
located inside of existing residential areas.”  High density housing needs to be placed along 
transportation corridors to limit traffic in residential neighborhoods.  Building a high-density 
apartment complex at this location will drastically increase traffic on East 4th Street to Main 
Street, on Jaxon Street to Tomar Drive, and on Tomar Drive to 7th Street.  This potential for 
increased traffic is not in the best interest of predominately single-family residential property 
owners along those routes. 
 
Point 4) “Proposal Winner. R. Perry’s 144 unit, 288 bedroom project was the chosen proposal.” 
There was a second proposal that the city rejected.  It was submitted by Heritage Homes, 
Wayne, NE and was specifically designed for workforce housing.  However, in order to have 
monthly rent fees in the range affordable for workforce residents, the Heritage Homes project 
was asking for additional subsidies which the City did not want to fund.  
 
Point 5) “Lake Development.”  The first time R.Perry had written in its plans constructing and 
building a 4-acre lake (on the current lagoon property) was in their TIF application presented at 
the March 29th Community Redevelopment Authority’s meeting.  The City Council was not 
aware of the lake plan when they approved the selling of this property.  In fact, the City Council 
has not yet approved how the lagoon property will be redeveloped.   
 
Point 6) “Financing.” R. Perry has agreed to pay $100,000 for the property.  However, prior to 
the 3rd reading of selling this land, the City Council had been approving the sale for $1.00.  
Citizens voiced their concern about giving the property away for $1.00 and this change was 
made at the 3rd and final reading. R. Perry is asking for $4.8 million in Tax Increment Funding of 
which $2.2 million will be used for the lake project. 

 
Summary “Bottom Line. This project is huge…” The R. Perry proposal exceeds the future 
housing needs for the City of Wayne and does not meet the future housing needs of our 
residents. The Wayne, Nebraska Community Housing Study, approved by the Wayne City 
Council on March 1, 2022 states: The greatest challenge for the City of Wayne, during the next 5 
years, will be to develop housing units for workforce persons and families, elderly households, 
off-campus students, and special populations.  Overall, Wayne should, at minimum, develop up 
to 200 new housing units; 72 owner and 128 rental units, by 2027. The Community Housing 
Study projects a need for 56 rental units in this luxury price range in the next 5 years, and calls 
for a variety of units to meet this need, including single family dwellings, duplexes, triplexes, 
townhomes, and apartments. 
 
For continued discussion, please join the Facebook page – Wayne Property Tax Payers: Wayne 
Rental Association – or send an email message to wayne.rental.association@gmail.com 
 
Links for information: 
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Wayne, Nebraska Community  Housing Study 2022-2027 
https://cityofwayne.org/housingstudy2022 
 
Nebraska Revised Statute 16-202 (remonstrance) 
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=16-202 
 
Nebraska Revised Statute 14-366 (eminent domain) 
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=14-366 
 
R. Perry TIF application (beginning on page 9) 
https://www.cityofwayne.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3653 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

B. J. Woehler, President Wayne Rental Association 
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