
 

 
Budget Adjustment Package Passed 
The Legislature gave final approval March 29 to the Appropriations Committee’s mid-
biennium budget adjustment package. LB1013, introduced by Speaker Mike Hilgers of 
Lincoln at the request of Governor Ricketts, changes provisions relating to the state’s 
Cash Reserve Fund, also known as the rainy-day fund. The bill uses $513 million from 
the cash reserve for a variety of transfers outlined in other bills introduced this session. 
The bill also sets aside $175 million to be released to the Nebraska Capital Construction 
Fund for a potential new state penitentiary but does not appropriate those funds until 
certain conditions are met. Following the 34-3 adoption of a cloture motion to cease 
debate, offered by Gering Senator John Stinner, lawmakers passed LB1013 on a 33-5 
vote. The bill took effect immediately. 
 
LB1011, also introduced by Hilgers at the request of Governor Ricketts, is the mainline 
budget bill. The bill adjusts appropriations for state operations, aid, and construction in 
addition to many line item programs in the current and next fiscal year. The bill passed 
on a vote of 36-4 following the 36-3 adoption of a Stinner cloture motion. 
 
LB1012, introduced by Hilgers at the request of Governor Ricketts, which authorizes and 
provides for certain fund transfers, creates funds and changes and eliminates 
provisions regarding a fund. The bill passed 34-6 and took effect immediately. The 
governor has five calendar days, excluding Sunday, to sign, veto or line-item veto 
appropriations within the budget bills. If budget bills are returned to the Legislature with 
line-item vetoes, the Appropriations Committee must report on the fiscal impact of the 
vetoes within one day and may offer a motion to override any or all of them. Thirty votes 
are required to override a veto. 
 
ARPA Funding- How it works 
As I mentioned last week,  Nebraska has received $1.04 billion from the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) as part of the Covid stimulus package. Maybe you’ve been 
watching as many Senators have presented amendments requesting ARPA funds for 
various projects. I thought it would be valuable to share with you the prerequisites 
required for a project to qualify for the use of ARPA funds. In order for the Legislature to 
even consider a request, the following questions must be answered: 

1. What is the class of individuals, small businesses, nonprofits, or industry that was 
impacted by Covid 19. 

2. What harm did the identified class suffer due to Covid-19, such as revenue or 
employment loss? 

3. What was the magnitude of the harm and what data demonstrates this? 
4. Explain how the response is reasonably related to the harm. 
5. Explain how the response is designed to benefit the impacted class and 

proportionate to the harm suffered. 
 
 



 

 
Interstate & State Highway Construction  
According to the Nebraska Department of Transportation, starting April 4, I-129 
eastbound between the start of Interstate 129 and the Iowa State Line (South Sioux 
City). Traffic Restrictions in force due to road construction work.  An 11-foot width limit 
is in effect. The anticipated completion date is June 2022. 
 
Interstate 129 will also be under construction going both directions: between US 75 and 
the Iowa State Line (South Sioux City). The entrance ramp is closed due to road 
construction work. There is a 12-foot width limit in effect. Traffic will be maintained. We 
will just need to follow the marked detour.  
 
Broadband Grant Program  
A bill intended to make several changes to the state’s program to spur broadband 
growth advanced from general file March 28. The Broadband Bridge Act, enacted in 
2021, is a program that facilitates and funds the development of broadband networks in 
unserved and underserved areas. The Public Service Commission is responsible for 
administering grants to providers, cooperatives and political subdivisions to fund 
qualifying broadband development projects in the state.  
 
LB1144, as introduced by Senator Curt Friesen of Henderson, would reduce the 
matching grants for projects from 50 percent of project costs to 25 percent. The bill 
also would extend the deadline for applications to be filed with the PSC from July 1 to 
Oct. 1, with grants being awarded no later than Jan. 31 of the following year, beginning 
in 2022. The bill focuses on our ongoing effort to expand and improve broadband 
availability across the state. A Transportation and Telecommunications Committee 
amendment, adopted 37-0, replaced the bill. Under the amendment, a hearing for a 
carrier who is replacing copper with fiber would not be required unless deemed 
necessary by the PSC. Among other provisions, the amendment also would require that 
a provider receiving support from the Nebraska Telecommunications Universal Service 
Fund, the Nebraska Broadband Bridge Fund or any federal funds administered by the 
commission be subject to service quality, customer service and billing rules and 
regulations adopted by the commission. 
 
The amendment incorporates provisions of four additional bills: 
• LB761 introduced by Adams Senator Myron Dorn, which would provide up to $2 million 
in annual grant funding to provide precision agriculture connectivity of at least 100 
megabits per second download speed and 20 Mbps upload speed to accelerate rural 
economic development and provide high-speed internet connectivity to farm sites in 
unserved areas of the state; 
• LB914, introduced by Brainard Senator Bruce Bostelman, which would allow the PSC to 
create and maintain a Nebraska location fabric broadband access map; 



 

• LB1214, introduced by Lincoln Senator Suzanne Geist, which would would require the 
PSC’s weighted application scoring system to include the ability to offer rates in the 
project area comparable to rates offered by the applicant outside the project area; and 
• LB1234, introduced by Senator Curt Friesen, which would provide for an expedited 
wire-crossing permit process for telecommunications companies wishing to cross 
railroad rights of way. 
 
Senator Mike Hilgers of Lincoln offered an amendment that would allow the 
commission to give a provider up to 90 days to submit a challenge to an application. 
The amendment also would remove a section of the committee amendment stipulating 
that any provider receiving funds administered by the PSC would be subject to all rules 
promulgated by the commission and prohibit the commission from adding to provider 
requirements related to broadband service support after grants have been awarded. The 
amendment instead would require recipients to commit to maintaining a minimum 100 
Mbps of upload and download speeds for all locations for which they’ve received grant 
funding.  Hilger’s amendment addressed concerns that companies would be deterred 
from applying for grants due to the broad requirements outlined in that portion of the 
committee amendment. Following the 34-0 adoption of the Hilgers amendment, 
Senators advanced LB1144 to select file 37-0. 
 
Severe Weather Preparedness 
According to the USDA -Nebraska weather often feels like multiple seasons in a day, 
from drastic temperatures to extreme wind, residents of the Cornhusker state know it is 
vital to be prepared for the unexpected when it comes to weather. 
 
Devastating weather across the nation in the last week provided a reality check for 
those who witnessed its destruction. In many examples of survival, early warning 
systems gave Americans the time they needed to escape harm’s way. 
 
In Nebraska, rural communities in need of updating their warning systems may be 
eligible for a Community Facilities grant like the one used recently in Lyman to replace 
their emergency siren. Lyman was awarded $18,800 to replace an old siren with an 
updated model. The new siren has the capacity to be remotely turned on by the 
Emergency Communication Center in the City of Gering, improving safety for the 
village’s 341 residents. Interested communities are encouraged to reach out to their 
local USDA Rural Development representative to discuss project needs and 
qualifications. The following specialists are available across the state to take questions 
and help applicants apply for USDA RD Community Programs funds: Norfolk Office – 
Anthony Guenther (402) 371-5350 ext. 120 or Marla Ourada (402) 437-5598 
 
Under the Biden-Harris Administration, Rural Development provides loans and grants to 
help expand economic opportunities, create jobs, and improve the quality of life for 
millions of Americans in rural areas. For more information, visit www.rd.usda.gov/ne. If 
you would like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit the GovDelivery 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/ne


 

subscriber page. For more information regarding the RBDG program contact Brant 
Richardson, brant.richardson@usda.gov /402-437-5568, or Deborah Drbal, 
deborah.drbal@usda.gov /402-437-5558 or visit www.rd.usda.gov/ne.. 
week! 
 


