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Wayne Sculpture Walk 

 

A goal to increase the quantity and quality of public art in Wayne had been identified by Mayor 

Cale Giese when he took office in 2018 with the intent to bring additional opportunities for 

residents and visitors to experience the talents and inspirations of professional artists, while 

beautifying the community. The first project was the Illuminated City Mural that was installed 

summer 2020.  (Main Street Award Winner Streetscape or Public Space Improvement 2020) 

Based on the enthusiastic reception, the next project was identified as an annual sculpture walk 

that would be installed along the Highway 15 Main Street corridor.  Up to 10 artists/exhibits 

were chosen to provide a work of art that would be displayed for 1 year. At the end of the year, 

the pieces would be returned to the owner and new sculptures installed so that a perpetual 

sculpture series would result.   Each selected artist received a $1,000 stipend once their art piece 

was delivered/installed. The stipend was paid by the City of Wayne from a Beautification Fund 

established prior to the Illuminated City Mural project. City Street Department staff and City 

resources were used to create the concrete base at each installation site.  Wayne Area Economic 

Development dedicated the 2021 Annual Banquet Dessert Auction funds for the Sculpture Walk 

Project.  Enough money was raised to cover the cost of marketing the sculptures with a paper 

based brochure and map of the sculptures and the Otocast mobile platform. 

 

The inaugural sculpture walk was installed in May 2021 and consisted of 9 of the 10 selected 

sculptures and 1 alternate (one selected piece was sold as part of a previous display so an 

alternate from that artist was used) created by local artists from Wayne and Wayne State College, 

as well as artists from New Jersey, Iowa, New York, South Dakota, Minnesota, Maryland, and 

Missouri. As the variety of sculpture styles and materials were installed, lively conversations 

regarding art and what constitutes art ensued. (Basics #46) Over the summer of 2021, the 

sculptures provided the backdrop for many photos along Wayne’s Main Street and many visitors 

traced the Sculpture Walk through downtown Wayne. Several potential buyers indicated interest 

in purchasing available sculptures but as of March 2022, none had been sold so no commission 

has been earned at this time. 
 


