
Candidate for Wayne Board of Education steps down 
 
Wednesday was the deadline for candidates running for public office to take their name off the Nov 8 
ballot, and one of the six candidates for the District 17 Board of Education announced late today that he 
was stepping aside. 
 
Michael Carnes, a freelance journalist and owner/operator of Mikey C Productions, said late Wednesday 
that he needed to step down from the race, saying he would be unable to make the time commitments 
necessary to serve in that capacity. 
 
“I have come to the realization that there is only so much of me to go around and I would be over-
extending myself to a point that it would not be good for me, my health, my work and my goal of 
helping my community,” he said. 
 
Carnes has lived in Wayne for almost 13 years, moving here in the summer of 2009 to begin work as 
managing editor of The Wayne Herald. He left the Herald in the summer of 2016 to start his own 
freelance writing and photography operation, Mikey C Productions, and currently contributes content to 
a handful of newspapers in Northeast Nebraska, as well as occasional radio announcing. 
 
“I have great respect for the people who give of themselves in service to their community through 
elected positions such as the Board of Education, as well as the City Council, County Board and others. It 
takes a certain level of time and commitment to fill those roles effectively, and after taking a full 
inventory of what I have going on in my life, I've come to the conclusion that there is not enough space 
in what I have going on to add something like serving on a publicly-elected body such as our fantastic 
school board here in Wayne,”  
 
he added. “The time and energy each member of the current board commits is impressive, and as much 
as I'd like to be a part of that and serve this great school and community, I just can't fit it in at this time.” 
Carnes wished the remaining five candidates the best of luck and looks forward to continue serving the 
community. 
 


